
 
Vanadian Avenue: You are a living legend of 
the NYC metal scene. However, younger fans 
of Ascension of The Watchers might not know 
where you played before joining the band. Can 
you introduce yourself to those who just 
started listening to your music? 

 

 
Bones Padilla: My name is Bones (no 
Star Trek references please)… I played 
drums in Still Life Decay, Canibals, 
GASNYC and DeSade… I’ve been 

playing drums since I was 18… I was the 
drumtech for the band Biohazard from 93’-95’. 

 
Vanadian Avenue: You joined AoTW as a 
drummer in 2008, replacing Fade Kainer. Tell us 
who recruited you? 
 
Bones Padilla: Burton originally had Vinny 
Signorelli (Unsane and Swans fame) lined up to be 
the drummer but he was on tour in Europe at the 
time so Burton asked me as a favor to fill in for 
the shows he had lined up... I couldn’t say no… 
 
Vanadian Avenue: Did you enjoy the tour? Any 
fond memories from performing on stage with 
Burton C Bell, John Bechdel and Edu Mussi? 
 
Bones Padilla: Performing at the COSM Chapel 
of Sacred Mirrors in NYC was really cool… It 
was the record release party performance… The 
vibe was different from your ordinary gig…  
 
Vanadian Avenue: What kit did you use for 
drumming with AoTW? 
 
Bones Padilla: I use a Gretsch Catalina Club 
Rock kit which I still have to this day… 
 
Vanadian Avenue: Were there any specific 
pieces you used to create the ambient beats?  
 
Bones Padilla: I’m not an official member of the 
band so I had no part in the writing process. 
However, for the live shows, I used some china 
bells to replicate one section of the song “Residual 
Presence”, played brushes on “Canon For My 
Beloved” and used a lot of tambourine for the 
back beats… 

Interview with 
Bones Padilla    

 

The drum genius, Bones Padilla is an incredibly humble and kind 
person. For more than 20 years, his drumming skills and techniques 
helped to shape the Industrial genre and influenced many bands and 
musicians. When approached about his achievements, his response was: 
“I’m only performing on stage!” We have caught up with Bones to talk 
about his past with Ascension of The Watchers, the legendary Still Life 
Decay, moving across the US and leading a happily married life in 
California.  



Vanadian Avenue: What were some of 
the inspirations you gathered from for 
creating the beats for AoTW? 
 
Bones Padilla: See answer above… 
 
Vanadian Avenue : Do you remember an 
exact date when you joined Aotw? Where 
did you play the first gig? 
 
Bones Padilla: The first show I did with 
AOTW was at the Chapel of Sacred 
Mirrors gallery in New York. I didn't 
"join" AOTW, I just filled in. Here are the 
dates I did with them: 
 
Feb. 18 - New York, NY - Chapel of 
Sacred Mirrors 
Feb. 19 - Washington, DC - The Red and 
The Black 
Feb. 20 - Passaic, NJ - Loop Lounge 
Feb. 21 - Philadelphia, PA - The Khyber 
 
This was back in 2008. I met my wife in 
October of the same year. 

 
Vanadian Avenue: You, Fade Kainer and  
Alex Terhune seem to know each other 
very well. You have performed with them 
plus Edu Mussi in Still Life Decay. 

Although much more heavy and noisy, it carries 
the spirit of AoTW. 
 
Bones Padilla: Thanks for the compliment… Still 
Life Decay was all out industrial… We put on a 
killer live show everywhere we played… Fade, 
Edu, Alex and myself are the original members of 
SLD for 5 years… 
 

 
Vanadian Avenue: We have always wanted to 
ask about the video to song “Detach” (from Still 
Life Decay) directed by Zina Brown. Burton plays 
a mad scientist and you and Fade Kainer serve as 
objects of some gruesome experiments. Must have 
been a lot of fun. 
 
Bones Padilla: The majority of the video took 
place in one evening at our friend job’s 
warehouse… That part of the shoot took all night 
long and most of us went straight back to work 
after filming wrapped up… The rest of the scenes 
took place over the course of a few weeks… 
Burton had fun playing the scientist… All 4 of us 
were the “lab rats” meeting an untimely demise… 
 
Vanadian Avenue: There was also a short lived 
and mysterious project called “Echoes and 
Shadows”. Can you tell us what is the status of 
this band? Did you know that all releases of E&S 
are completely out of print and unavailable to 
purchase? 



 
Bones Padilla: Echoes and Shadows were 
born out of the ashes of Still Life Decay. 
Two months after forming E&S, we had 
our first 2 shows opening for New Model 
Army in NYC. We have opened for them 
a few more times after that as well. Since 
then, Edu had been busy recording 
“Numinosum” in El Paso. E&S has since 
been put to rest. I’m very grateful to all the 
fans that purchased the album and CD 
versions. I don’t know if the music will be 
released again. For the time being 
MySpace is the only place to hear it. 
 
Vanadian Avenue: You have played with 
Burton, Alex, and Edu in three different 
groups. If there would be a chance to hit 
the road with AoTW again, would you 
give it a shot? 
 
Bones Padilla: If the logistics were 
correct, absolutely I would do it again… I 
had a blast doing those shows…  
 
Vanadian Avenue: Recently you 
relocated from the East Coast to San 
Francisco where you live with your wife, a 
famous burlesque star, Sparkly Devil.  
Have you ever thought of joining forces 
with her and creating an artistic project 
together? 
 
Bones Padilla: I'm the sound guy for her 
show “Curvicious Cabaret” and have  
made several guest appearances in her acts 
onstage as a man-prop...Eventually she  
 

 
wants me to play drums onstage during one of her 
performances. 

 
Vanadian Avenue: Are you working on  
 
any new music? What can we expect of Bones in 
the nearest future? 

 
Bones Padilla: I’m playing with my band here in 
San Francisco for 3 years now. We recently 
acquired a new vocalist so we have yet to come up 
with a new name. Stay tuned for more on that. 
 
Vanadian Avenue: Is there anything you would 
like to tell your fans? 
 
Bones Padilla: Thank you to all the fans of the 
bands I’ve played in… I hope you like the new 
material I’m working on with my band… I 
promise to have a new band name soon and share 
our music with you guys… Take care!!! 
 
Vanadian Avenue: Thank you so much for 
answering our questions! 
 
Bones Padilla: Thank you!!! 
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